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When you love fashion, there 
are few things more exciting 
than sitting front row at fashion 
week, and getting an insiders 
glimpse into the future. I caught 
up with Stephanie Anne McKay, 
a rising star fashion illustrator 
who is making her mark on 
the industry by sketching live 
on the runway, for some of 
the most iconic and respected 
designers in the industry today.
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Stephanie Anne McKay is a Fashion Illustrator 
based in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Her work is 
an abstract use of watercolor and digital media 
that results in a raw approach to figure study as 
it relates to the fashion world.  Her work places a 
palpable emphasis on contrast and color vibrancy 
- two things that are also critical to the work of any 
fashion designer. Stephanie is well known for her live 
sketching talents, as seen at A-list designer fashion 
shows and events. With her instinctive approach, 
Stephanie executes exceptional illustrations in less 
than five minutes, and because of her immense talent, 
has worked with notable brands includes Hermès, 
Chanel, Hudson’s Bay Company and the National 
Ballet of Canada.

    How did you get into your field of work, 
specifically as it relates to the fashion and 
beauty world?

After finishing a very traditional art education, 
I decided I wanted to use my skills in a creative 
industry.  Fashion, especially fashion photography 
has always been a big inspiration for me so the choice 
to illustrate for the industry seemed like a natural 
transition.  Through networking online, I met my 
agent Marcus Kan, who writes the fashion illustration 
blog, Draw A Dot.  He got me my first gig, which was 
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live illustrating at Toronto Fashion 
Week.  From there, my work has 
grown to reach a larger audience, 
especially through social media, 
and I’m able to work with lots of 
great clients in the industry!
      
Tell us about your art medium?

I work in watercolor as well as 
digital painting. Watercolor has 
a wonderful fluid quality and a 
high vibrancy in color.  I love it 
for its simplicity of application; 
it’s a medium that needs to be 
planned first and never over 
worked.  The result is a fluidity 
and naturalness to the pieces.  I 
also sketch digitally on tablets, 
which is my medium of choice for 
live sketching.  It’s so convenient 
to be able to bring along a digital 
version of my studio materials for 
runway shows where space and 
time is limited.

To check out more of Stephanie 
Anne McKay’s fashion illustrations 
(some are for sale in print and 
iphone case format), and to see 
where she is sketching live next:

website: www.stephanieanne.ca
instagram: @ stephanieanne0
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How long have you been doing 
live sketching at fashion week 
runway shows?

I have been live sketching for three 
years now.  I’ve had the pleasure of 
sketching at runway shows at both 
Toronto Fashion Week as well as 
New York Fashion week.

Do you have favorite designer 
collections that you love to 
sketch?

My favorite designers to sketch are 
Dolce & Gabbana, Delpozo and 
Mary Katrantzou. I love to draw 
pieces with embellishments, rich 
colors, and interesting prints. I 
never have trouble finding new 
inspiration with all the creative 
designs that out there. 
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